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Dear JOSh, 
This is a responee to your request o f  Writi17g the 

hi§t#ry o f  h ~ w  I became interested in microbial genetics. 
The beginnings g o  back to 1P4Ei-41. I was a medical Student 
and I spent the summer holidays between the second and third 
year Of Medical school ( t o t a l  Six years) working with 
.Siovctnni Magni in the micrObiOlogy-hygiene laboFCitoTy o f  the 
province o f  Coma. north of Milan. gt the beginning o f  the 
third academic year the PTOFe550T o f  pathology, Elrrilio 
Veratti. gave us a book, 'The Genetics o f  Microorjani~ms', a 
symposium made in gmerica Shortly before the wor. The book 
belonged k 3  Adriano Burzati-Traversor his name wa5 written 
i n  hi5 typical hand-writing O h  the First Page ,  but i did 
not know him then, and ueratti told us he had received the 
book F Y o m  kdriano, who had 5.UggeStQd to him to give i t  to 
students Mho might be interested. VeTatti was an old man, 
sinceraiy interested in research, who gave us also on other 
occ'asi~i?~ good advice. I am Paying " M e "  because Giovanni 
Magni and I w e r e  working closely together at the time. 
Giovanni and I shared the translation into Italian o f  t h e  

book on ViiCrobictl genetics, which was fairly naive but had 
some interesting ideas. I remember only a paper by Mary 
Bunting, on prodigiosus color mutations; anyhow, we 1 a t e ~  
published in a!> Italian .scientific journal a summary Of the 
book and CCF whatever other literature we were able to Find. 

Qdriano Waf ir! t h e  a r m y I  in L ~ b i a ,  but was dismiSSed 
becduse o f  SiCkTreSS- prcibably drt allergy. He returned to hi5 
university Job in P Q V i a  at the beginning o f  1942 and startad 
giving a course  in Genetics. When I heard about i t ,  I 
decided to follow his Genetics course f o r  tJatura1 science 
Students, and iri faCt prepared ci detailed syllabus, OR h i s  
request. ba5ed on hi5 lectures as well as on the b0ok.5 on 
which they were based. They were excellent books like 
s t u r t e v a n t  and Beadle. Waddington, and 0ther-S .  ~ t ~ r o i ~ g h  
GdriarfQ 1 also managed to have the First books. on 
StJtiSkiCS, 5nsdSCor, and Tippetk, which 1 had longed f o r ,  
b u t  never had OcCe55 to. There were no book5 an statistics 
in Italian o f  any :ralue 4 t  t h e  tifie. 9 buck on Which I had 
5tudied Mendsl'5 laws in the First yea? O F  medical school 
h a d  turned nle O f f  completely, During .the war there was o f  
COUPSe n5cI W Q y  to obtain English Gr Qmericari bccok5 and 
journals. 

Contact with Qdrianu was v e r y  exciting, and 1 
StQFkCd thinking 1 might Orient my choice tOWctrd5 geneticS., 
I R  the microbiological lab Where Giovanni and I worked in 
the summers we S t a r t e d  a genetic problem: mutations induced 
by UltrQViolCt in Bacillus anthracis. There was already some 
c9lJidence at th@ time, i f  I remember correctly, that 
ultravi~let might be mutogenic', T h e ~ e  uere of course no 
gt?TmiCidCil lctmpE., but plain me?2ur.y l a m p s .  The choice o f  the 
organism was FFObablY Suggested b y  the director o f  the como 
lQbOrntory, G.gCnezzi, whose mciin contribution W Q S  khe idea 
t h a t  One cannot  believ+? that n variant %train is a mutant 
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